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Grupo 12 a 14 años
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SAN LUIS POTOSI

 Huasteca Zone

TANLAJAS

COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER
Facilitator: Edgardo Martínez Simón

LOCATION AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER

Tanlajas is located in the central Huateca zone of the State of San Luis Potosi. It is the head community of the municipality. The population is approximately 18,137 people. The level of marginalization is VERY HIGH. The main economic activities are agricultural. Crops grown include corn, sugarcane, and orange. There are cattle as well. Most production is for regional or local consumption.

The Community Learning Center occupies a large space with computing equipment, folding tables and chairs.

COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER

TANLAJAS 

Infrastructure
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Grupo 14 a 16 años
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6 Computers Compaq Pentium 4, 256 Mb Ram at 1.70 Ghz, Windows XP

2 Computers Compaq Pentium 4. Malfunctioning

2 Computers IBM 64 Mb Ram Windows 95

1 Printer HP Color

Satellite connection

FACILITATOR’S EDUCATION

Has completed high school and is currently coursing the last semester in a Technical Programming Degree at a private institution in Ciudad Valles, S.L.P.

The Community Center is 4 months old. It began work in the second half of June of this year.

SELECTION OF STUDENTS FOR THE “PROMOTING INNOVATIVE MINDS” COURSE

The Facilitator received the help of the local elementary-school teachers (6th and 4th grades) in order to form the group aged 8 to 12, which attends classes on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 2pm to 4pm.

He spoke to the teachers of the “Telesecondary” school in order to invite the students for the group aged 12 to 14, which attends classes on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3pm to 5pm and on Sundays from 10am to 12pm.

Finally, he invited the students who attend the COBACH to form the group aged 14 to 16. Some of these students were already attending the CCA for the Basic Abilities Program offered by the Tecnológico de Monterrey. This group attends classes on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 4pm to 6pm.

ASSISTANCE PERCENTAGES

The assistance percentage for the group aged 12 to 14 takes into account sessions 1 through 9.

The assistance percentages for the groups aged 8 to 12 and 14 to 16 take into sessions 1 through 10.

The group aged 12 to 14 has the highest level of attendance; it also has had no dropouts.

There have been two dropout cases in the group aged 14 to 16.






VISIT TO THE TANLAJAS COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER

The visit was made on October 5, 2004. The group observed was aged 12 to 14 from 3pm to 5pm. 3 boys and 7 girls attended. Session 9 is in progress having to do with spreadsheets.

The Facilitator begins the session by reading out loud the activity to be worked on by the students: Spreadsheets (transportation, statistics, and budgeting).  He tells them to first plan out the activity and then do it on the computer. 

The students are split up into 4 pairs. Two other students, a boy and a girl, work individually on the IBM computers.

The Facilitator gives the following instructions: Follow step by step what is indicated in the Student Folder in the Activity Sheets. Thus, the students only reproduce the models and examples present in their material.

Once they all finish the transportation and statistics activities, he points them to the resource section. Students improve their work through the suggestions made. 

The Facilitator reads out loud the indications given in the Resource Sheet and asks the students to respond individually to the questionnaires found in the Notes on Learning regarding spreadsheets.

The students do so. They form a semi circle and the Facilitator begins to ask them questions. The students answer very briefly; they seem shy.

The Facilitator closes the session by asking for questions and giving feedback to the students.

Handling of the Student Folder

The Activity Sheets allow students to plan their work first and then do it on the computer. They follow the steps given. However, the Ability Cards are not used much. The Facilitator encourages them to use them, but they prefer exploring on their own.

Interactions

Interactions between the Facilitator and the students are good. He constantly encourages them to refer to the Activity Sheets in order to get through their work.

At a certain point in the session the Facilitator realizes that the students have not understood what they must do; he speaks to them in Teenek or Huasteco so that they understand better.

The students interact little among themselves; they generally do it in their native tongues (Teenek or Huasteco). There are two kids who are curious of what the other students are doing; they get up and ask the others how they do it so that they can improve their own work.

Student Pairs

The students are paired differently in each session so that they get accustomed to working with whomever they must.

The Facilitator carries some cards cut in half in a bag. Each student draws one and has to find the person with the other half.  This is how the pairing is done in each session.

Notes on Learning

Graphics

They liked creating drawings and changing their color. The children had difficulties following the instructions found in the Activity Sheets. The interactions during the sharing time were surprising. I would suggest allowing more time to work on the activities.

Word Processing

They liked changing fonts even though they had a hard time doing it because they tended to forget select the desired text. They were surprised by Word Art.  Time is insufficient; it is necessary to allow more so that the students may get to know and practice the software’s uses more.

Spreadsheets

They liked inserting text into the cells. They had difficulty going from cell to cell and selecting data to graph. It is important to mention that they don’t like using the Ability Cards. 

They were surprised by being able to add different colors to cells.

I would suggest changing the instructions on how to explore EXCEL and allowing more time to go over the Ability Cards.

San Luis Potosi, S. L. P. October 12, 2004
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