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INTEL COMPUTING PROJECT:  

 “PROMOTING INNOVATIVE MINDS”
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SAN LUIS POTOSÍ

Huasteca Zone

TANCANHUITZ 

COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER

Facilitator: Pedro Francisco Santiago Hernández

LOCATION AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE COMMUNITY CENTER

Tancanhuitz is located in the central Huasteca zone of the State of San Luis Potosi. Even though it is the head community of the municipality, its level of marginalization is high. The population is approximately 2,921 people. In agriculture, its main crops are corn, coffee, sugarcane, piloncillo, cinnamon, Persian lime, litchi, tangerine, and orange. It is considered to be part of the citrus-growing zone.

The Community Learning Center occupies a room in the back part of the Municipal-Government building. The room is ample but the furniture is inadequate for smaller children. It has two very high tables that aren’t big enough for the computing equipment.  One computer is currently unplugged and on the floor since there is no room for it.  There are chairs and two plastic stools. Children work standing up since the tables are so high.

TANCANHUITZ

COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER

Infrastructure
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FACILITATOR’S EDUCATION

The Facilitator has a Bachelor’s Degree in Computer Science from the Tecnológico Regional de Cd. Valles, S.L.P.

SELECTION OF STUDENTS FOR THE “PROMOTING INNOVATIVE MINDS” COURSE

Selection of students aged 8 to 12 was done with the help of a teacher from the local elementary school. A general invitation was made and children voluntarily signed up. There was a good turnout, but there has been a high dropout rate; only ten students are left out of twenty.

Selection of students aged 13 to 16 was done with the help of a teacher from the “telesecondary” school, who also made an invitation to kids who would like to attend. Thirteen students are currently attending; they come from another community called Tamaleton, about an hour away walking distance.
ASSISTANCE PERCENTAGES

For the group aged 8 to 12 the assistance percentage takes into account sessions 1 through 7.

At the beginning there were 20 children, but now, 10 have stopped coming. According to the Facilitator, the cause for dropping out is unknown; these children live in the same town the course is given.

For the group aged 13 to 16 the assistance percentage takes into account sessions 1 through 6.

This group has a higher assistance rate. However, there have also been dropouts; currently only 16 students remain.




VISIT TO THE TANCANHUITZ COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER

The visit was made on October 6, 2004 to the group of children aged 8 to 12.

Assistance: 9 girls   1 boy      (10 students have dropped out) 

Children are presently working the second session having to do with spreadsheets (transportation, statistics, and budgeting).

They planned out the activity in their notebooks and went on to work on the computer. They show good abilities with computers.

They consult the Activity Sheets and attempt to copy the model found there. Thy also attempt to color the graphics and change the font, etc.

The Facilitator goes to each pair in order to explain in a more individual way what they must work on for this activity. The children finish the transportation activity in approximately 40 minutes. They continue on to the next activity.

Handling of the Student Folder

The children refer to session’s Activity Sheets at the prompt of the Facilitator. They read, plan, and work the activity on the computer. They try to follow closely their instructions and are able to improve their work. The Ability Cards are seldom used; they consult among themselves and ask the teacher directly when they’re having problems. 

Interactions

The Facilitator maintains good communication with the students. He goes up to each one to resolve their doubts.

The children interact amongst themselves openly. They exchange opinions on how to work the activity. This group doesn’t use any indigenous language; they speak only Spanish. The Facilitator says that the kids in the other group, since they come from a smaller town, do communicate with each other Teenek, their native tongue. This allows them to better understand the assignments.

Student pairs

Student pairings have been modified in each session. The two reasons are learning to work with their peers and the dropout rate.

Notes on learning

Graphics

They liked painting and coloring the drawings they had made. They had difficulty at first drawing lines, circles, squares, etc.

I suggest allowing more time for the activity so that the students can better explore and practice using the software.

Work processing

They liked all the activities since they have to do with drawing, text with Word Art, tables, and autofills.

They were surprised by Word Art since they could change fonts, colors, and placement on the page.

I suggest adding more sessions to allow students to learn to set up their documents, print them, save them on diskettes, work with letters, as well as justify text in different ways, use different fonts and colors, and insert images or logotypes.
Spreadsheets

They liked placing the data in different columns, adding, autoformatting, graphing it in different ways, and obtaining averages through functions.

It was difficult for them at first adjusting the cell widths and heights as well as selecting the data for graphing. With practice they were able to do it.

It is necessary to lengthen the sessions, to create other exercises so that children have time to explore and practice other elements of the software.
San Luis Potosi, S. L. P. October 13, 2004
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