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INTEL COMPUTING PROJECT:  

 “PROMOTING INNOVATIVE MINDS”
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SAN LUIS POTOSÍ

High-Plains Zone

MOCTEZUMA

COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER

Facilitator: Korina Escaname Roque

LOCATION AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE COMMUNITY CENTER

Moctezuma is located in the high-plains zone of the State of San Luis Potosi. It is the head community in a municipality with a population of 19,904 inhabitants. The level of marginalization in the municipality is high. 

The main activities are agricultural; crops such as corn, beans, and tomato are cultivated, as well as year-round products such as alfalfa. The farmers themselves mostly consume these crops; when there is excess, the crops are commercialized locally or around the region. The production of tomatoes, however, is commercialized on a state or national level.

The Community Learning Center shares the same space as INEA; this is not true of the computing equipment though. It is soon likely that the CCA will move to a space given to it by the Municipal Presidency.

COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER

MOCTEZUMA

Infrastructure
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5 Computers Compaq Pentium 4, 256 Mb Ram at 1.70 Ghz, Windows XP

1 Computer Compaq Pentium 4. Malfunctioning

2 Computers IBM 64 Mb Ram Windows 95

1 Printer 

Satellite connection

FACILITATOR’S EDUCATION
Secretarial and High-school studies

SELECTION OF STUDENTS FOR THE “PROMOTING INNOVATIVE MINDS” COURSE

· The selection of students was made by inviting well-known people and parents of the community. School directors were also contacted to acquaint them with the program.

· Small children, aged 8 to 12, attend the CCA in the mornings and the community school in the afternoons. The same is true of the other two groups, aged 12 to 14 and 14 to 16. As a general rule, students attend the course in their off time from school.

ASSISTANCE PERCENTAGES

Assistance percentages for the groups aged 8 to 12 and 12 to 14 take into account sessions 1 through 10. 

The group aged 13 to 14 has gone through 11 sessions up to now.

Assistance is generally constant for the groups; only the group aged 14 to 16 shows a lower rate of assistance.

                                                                             


                                                                                                                                   

VISIT TO THE MOCTEZUMA COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER

The visit was made on October 9 to the group of students aged 14 to 16.

Assistance:  6 males     3 females 

Session begins with cards cut in half to be drawn by the students in order to find out who their partner will be. 

The facilitator begins by asking questions about the past session, to remember and summarize the work done then. The kids participate very little; most of the time they keep silent.

The Facilitator then asks them to take out the folders to start work. The Facilitator asks a female student to read out loud a section in the folder so that the class will know what today’s activities will be about. The Facilitator reminds them that they already know how  to plan and asks them to put down their questions in their Folders. The kids do it and copy the questions to their notebooks. The pairs then begin work on the computer. The Facilitator reminds them to help themselves by looking at the Ability Cards.

The kinds work through the activity; they refer to their Activity Sheets but use their Ability Cards very little. The facilitator induces the students to explore the software themselves and seek help within their materials. 

Little interaction is apparent among the students. They keep very silent. However, they know how to use the computers well.

Once they finish the activity, they go on to the “sharing phase”; they get up in an orderly way and walk around the classroom looking at their peers’ work. The Facilitator asks them some questions about the work they did before ending the session.

Handling of the Student Folders

The students make use of the materials; the Activity Sheets allow them to plan, do, and improve their work. The Ability Cards are used with more frequency. The Facilitator says that, since the students in this group are the oldest, they make more use of the Cards. The younger students are more accustomed to depend on the teacher; they aren’t used to reading and expect the teacher to resolve their doubts.

Interactions

The interactions between students and the Facilitator are good. She guides them, asks them to refer to their material, and resolves their doubts.

Interactions among the students were few; they were very quiet while working. The Facilitator says they are usually not like that.

Student pairs

The pairing of students is always different. At the beginning of each session the drawing of split cards is used. The objective of this is to get them used to working with whomever they must.

Notes on Learning

Graphics

They liked everything overall. Above all, they liked painting the drawings they had created. Handling the software was difficult at first, but they got better with practice.

Word processing

They liked learning to change a text’s appearance and format. They said they liked it because they were able to use different colors and sizes for letters.

Inserting autoforms for making signs was difficult for them.

Suggestion: Allow more time for developing the activities and exploring software.
Spreadsheets

They liked trying out new software. They also liked inserting graphics such as those in cases 13-14 and 15-16, and working in new ways using formulas to solve problems.

The beginning was difficult, but after the first activity was done, it became much easier to work with the software.

They were surprised when inserting graphics and working with formulas. They remarked that it was now easier to work since they can use formulas to solve problems. They also remarked that their work’s appearance will benefit from now on since they know how to use graphics. 

I suggest additional information on the Ability Cards to help them out with learning each program.
San Luis Potosi, S. L. P. October 13, 2004
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Total de estudiantes 10
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