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	Intel Computing Project: Promoting Innovative Minds

Evaluation – Mexico: Mayapan

Background

	Name and location of the Center
	CCA Mayapan. Yucatan

	Date
	October 1

	Starting time of observation
	3 pm

	Ending time
	5 pm

	Student ages
	8 to12

	Number of students in the session
	18

	Number of teachers
	1

	Others present
	NO

	Classroom setup
	Desks/Computers in rows

	Number and type of computers
	10 computers: 9 HP, Pentium 3, Windows 98 with Internet. 1 IBM Pentium 2, Windows 97 w/o Internet

	Connection Speed
	DSL, slow when it rains and disconnects frequently

	Classroom distribution (make a diagram if useful)
	The classroom is square. It is ample. The computers are distributed along 3 walls. It has a chalkboard and a desk in front of the computers, on the fourth wall, in such a way that the children can easily turn and see it.

	Background information shared by the teacher before the session (e.g. activities from the previous day, activities related with the study program)
	The rains have caused blackouts. Even so, the course has been able to imparted without difficulty. He remarked on the group’s enthusiasm and on a video he recorded with his students.

	Additional observations
	When talking with the children prior to the session, they remarked that they like this course a lot and like what they have learned, to paint and write their names, for example.

	Reporte concentrado
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	Menú principal    Salir del sistema 


Margarita Ontiveros - evaluator 
	

	Intel Computing Project: Promoting Innovative Minds

Pilot Plan for Evaluation - Mexico

Description of the opening activities


Applied by Margarita Ontiveros, 2004-10-09 19:11

	Describe the kinds of activities the students are doing at the beginning of the observation
	Observations:
Mayapan, Session 6. After asking the children what they had seen during the last session, the Facilitator presented the day’s activity: “You are going to work with spreadsheets”. He briefly explains what they are and what they are used for.
Reflections:
The children are attentive to what the Facilitator says and actively participate mentioning what they learned the past week. An environment of trust is perceived.

	For this activity, describe how the materials for the course of study are being used
	Observations: Throughout the session Eduardo encourages the use of materials in a certain order: go to the index, look for the corresponding page, and seek answers there. He also reminds the boys to look in their folders. The use of materials is correct throughout the session as indicated for this session by the Sheet of Community Resources.
 

Reflections: Many of them follow the instructions on how to handle the materials with great ease; they even get ahead of Eduardo’s pace. It appears that the use of this materials is very familiar to them and presents no problem, except when the sheets get stuck in the folder rings. Eduardo mentions that this happens often.
 

	For this activity describe how the teacher interacts with the student and how he is helping them to resolve their problems
	Observations: During the session Eduardo moves from team to team. The children ask and he responds. For example, “What is a cell?”. When Eduardo perceives a question such as this to be in most of the children’s minds, he asks for the class’ attention and explains to the group as a whole. When they ask on matters related to software, he guides them while they move the mouse and explore it.
 
Reflections: Eduardo’s language is adequate for the children; he uses simple words. He is patient and orients the children without doing the work for them. They respond well and pay attention to him. It is evident that they esteem him; his demeanor is very cordial.
 

	For this activity, describe the interaction between students and how they work together
	Observations: All teams work harmoniously. Among them it is common to hear “la Maya” spoken; this is the way they refer to this language so common in Yucatan.
 
Reflections: Interaction between the children is constant, not only between team members, but also between teams. An environment of great camaraderie is noted.


	For this activity, describe how the teacher is obtaining information about the students’ learning and what he does with this information to help the students
	Observations: Eduardo asks the children constantly how they are doing. He looks in their monitors and asks them to remember what they have seen in past classes or to look in their Ability Cards. He directs questions to the group as a whole.


Reflections: Eduardo is a good observer of the children’s work. He follows their activities closely and listens carefully to their questions. He motivates the children to help each other. He uses group methods as strategies for learning.


	Dedicate a moment, or perhaps a minute, to describe sequentially together some of the things you are observing and that you have described in the previous spaces
	Observations: After the introduction, Eduardo asked the children to go to the Ability Card section. One of the children read out loud the content while the rest read silently along. When he asked them to open the spreadsheet software, they did it without difficulty. The children read the challenges and he approached them to supervise their work. He said to some them that their work was excellent and motivated them to go on to the next challenge. When a question is posed by several groups, he asks for the class’ attention and gives a group explanation. During the phase of the Resource Cards, the children already know how to look in the index, go to the indicated page, and follow the reading. The same can be said for the Ability Cards phase. The children chose to make a directory. In order to collect information quicker, Eduardo asked each child to go up front and give out his information while each team wrote it down on paper. Once the activity was over, Eduardo introduced the sharing section. This was a bit chaotic even though the children knew they had to take turns standing up. Finally, Eduardo asked the group to form a circle at the center of the classroom and remember what they had done and learned that day. Finally, he commented on what would be seen the next time and asked them to put their chairs and folders in their place.
 
Reflections: Eduardo used words of encouragement while the children worked on the challenges. His handling of the situation is clear; he has great confidence and control of the group. His vocabulary is simple. Children put away the cards and take out new ones in a spontaneous way, even before Eduardo tells them to do so; it is evident that they are beginning to do it habitually. The children read carefully the Resource Cards. The phase of collecting information was long since there were 18 children; occasionally, members of the same team would take turns writing it down. Eduardo, upon seeing the time, decided to go ahead with the info collected up to that time. This did not generate problems among the small children. During the sharing phase the children did seem a bit tired and looked only briefly at each other’s work. Children are very participative; they raise their hand to answer, eager to giver their opinion, showing great confidence. They all left their materials and chairs adecuatelly in place without Eduardo having to instruct them to do so.
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MAYAPÁN 

Locality. Mayapán

Municipality. Mayapán

Population total: 2,484

Male population: 1,217

Female population: 1,267

Economically active population (PEA): 951

Economically inactive: 576

Literate population aged over 15: 764

Inhabited dwellings: 471

It is found in the central region of the State of Yucatan; its name means “Mayan flag”.

The Municipality of Mayapan is known world-wide for the Mayan ruins of a walled city found in its territory. Majestic architecture that spans over 4 km2, Mayapan is considered to be the last of the great Maya capitals. Its origin dates to the dawn of this era, reaching its maximum splendor in the Postclassic Period (1200-1450 AD). This city is believed to have reached a population of 12,000 people. It is often mentioned in Maya literature and in Spanish accounts.

	Place
	Center
	Age group
	Assistance
	Computer at home
	How much time do you spend on the computer a week?
	Access to a computer
	Access to internet
	School level of parents

	Mexico City
	Batallòn de San Patricio, Library Delegación Alvaro Obregón
	8-12 years
	95%
	83.90%
	30 minutes
	4.17%
	87.50%
	81.00%
	Don’t know 
	0.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	1to 2 hours
	54.17%
	
	
	Elementary school
	    20%

	
	
	
	
	
	2 to 3 hours
	25.00%
	
	
	Middle school
	    25%

	
	
	
	
	
	2 to 4 hours
	0.00%
	
	
	Techincal Degree
	    25%

	
	
	
	
	
	4 to 5 hours
	4.17%
	
	
	High school
	    15%

	
	
	
	
	
	Over 5 hours
	12.50%
	
	
	Bachelor’s Degree
	     15%

	
	Izzcali Joven
	12- 16 years
	81%
	26.67%
	30 minutes
	14.17%
	83.30%
	69.00%
	Don’t know 
	30%

	
	
	
	
	
	1 to 2 hours
	44.17%
	
	
	Elementary school
	 30%

	
	
	
	
	
	2 to 3 hours
	25.00%
	
	
	Middle school
	 20%

	
	
	
	
	
	3 to 4 hours
	0.00%
	
	
	Technical Career
	 10%

	
	
	
	
	
	4 to 5 hours
	8.17%
	
	
	High school
	5%

	
	
	
	
	
	Over 5 hours
	8.50%
	
	
	Bachelor’s Degree
	5%

	Chiapas
	"Artículo Tercero" Elementary School
	8-12 years
	100%
	0%
	30 minutes
	4.35%
	100.00%
	95.00%
	Don’t know 
	0%

	
	
	
	
	
	1 to 2 hours
	0.00%
	
	
	Elementary school
	65%

	
	
	
	
	
	2 to 3 hours
	0.00%
	
	
	Middle school
	20%

	
	
	
	
	
	3 to 4 hours
	0.00%
	
	
	College
	15%

	
	
	
	
	
	4 to 5 hours
	0.00%
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Over 5 hours
	95.65%
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Yucatán
	Izamal
	Ages 12-16 
	81.94%
	16.66%
	30 minutes
	83.34%
	91.00%
	66.66%
	Don’t know
	0.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	 1 to 2 hours
	0.00%
	
	
	Elementary or less
	80.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	 2 to 3 hours
	0.00%
	
	
	Middle school
	20.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	 3 to 4 hours
	0.00%
	
	
	Technical Degree
	0.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	 4 to 5  hours
	0.00%
	
	
	High school
	0.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	Over 5 hours
	16.66%
	
	
	Bachelor’s Degree
	0.00%

	
	Mayapán
	Ages 8-12
	96.25%
	0.00%
	30 minutes
	0.00%
	0.00%
	0.00%
	No Education 
	50.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	 1 to 2 hours
	0.00%
	
	
	Elementary 
	50.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	 2 to 3 hours
	21.42%
	
	
	Middle school
	0.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	 3 to 4 hours
	0.00%
	
	
	Technical Degree
	0.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	 4 to 5  hours
	71.44%
	
	
	High school
	0.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	Over 5 hours
	7.14%
	
	
	Bachelor’s Degree
	0.00%

	
	Tekón
	Ages 8 a 12 
	78.18%
	18.18%
	30 minutes
	54.54%
	0.00%
	0.00%
	No Education 
	0.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	1 to 2 hours
	27.28%
	
	
	Elementary school
	80.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	2 to 3 hours
	18.18%
	
	
	Middle school
	10.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	3 to 4 hours
	0.00%
	
	
	Technical Career
	10.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	4 to 5  hours
	0.00%
	
	
	Hogh school
	0.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	Over 5 hours
	0.00%
	
	
	Bachelor’s Degree
	0.00%

	
	Tekón
	Ages 12 -16
	76.60%
	0.00%
	30 minutes
	99.00%
	0.00%
	0.00%
	No Education 
	0.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	1 to 2 hours
	0.00%
	
	
	Elementary or less
	100.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	 2 to 3 hours
	0.00%
	
	
	Middle school
	0.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	 3 to 4 hours
	0.00%
	
	
	Technical Career
	0.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	4 to 5  hours
	0.00%
	
	
	High school
	0.00%

	
	
	
	
	
	Over 5 hours
	0.00%
	
	
	Bachelor’s Degree
	0.00%


	

	Intel Computing Project: Promoting Innovative Minds

Pilot Plan for Evaluation - Mexico

Facilitator’s notes on the graphics program


Applied by José Eduardo Chan Dzul, 2004-09-27 18:54

	Briefly describe what your students liked most. Why did they like it?
	What my students most liked were the colors when painting an image. They liked the predesigned drawings and some made a post card. Other kids liked the map which, for them, was like a guide that helped them locate their houses; this helped them know better their community. They of course liked it even better when typing the title or a message for the graphics they were working on.

	Briefly describe something that was difficult for your students Why was it intriguing for them?
	They had a bit of difficulty using the mouse. They almost didn’t understand the process of following and activity in the beginning, nor of inserting and reducing the size of images.

	Briefly describe something that surprised your students. Why was it surprising?
	Yes, a girl surprised me when I told her to make a drawing in Paint, but first to draw it on paper. She took a one-peso coin and drew the eagle on it on paper. I then told her to draw it on the machine and she did it with no problem. Believe me, this surprised me.

	Briefly describe something you would modify in the program in order to better help the students. Why is this change necessary?
	In this case it would have to be the sequence because the kids 8 to 12 are a bit restless and, in order to control them, one must be a bit forceful with them – not overstepping any bounds, simply reprimanding them.

	Concentrated report
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� Source: XII Censo General de Población y Vivienda 2000. Tabulados básicos. INEGI, México, 2001.
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