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Background

	Name and location of the Center
	CCA Izamal. Yucatan

	Date
	October 2

	Starting time of observation
	4 pm

	Ending time
	6 pm

	Student ages
	Others (specified in “Additional observations”

	Number of students in the session
	5

	Number of teachers
	1

	Others present
	NO

	Classroom setup
	Desks/Computers in rows

	Number and type of computers
	6 computers: 5 Compaq. Pentium IV. Window WP. One IBM, Pentium III, with Windows 97

	Connection Speed
	DSL, slow when it rains and disconnects frequently

	Classroom distribution (make a diagram if useful)
	The classroom is small but with good lighting. It is rectangular. The computers are in a row against one of the longer walls. On a shorter wall is a white, movable chalkboard. On the other two walls are the entrance and the restrooms.

	Background information shared by the teacher before the session (e.g. activities from the previous day, activities related with the study program)
	Organizing the group has been complicated because the boys couldn’t attend the course 3 times per week. They agreed to go on Saturdays in order to attend 3 times per week.  The past Saturday, the course was cancelled since only two boys came. The cause: Parents won’t let them out of the house because the rains are so strong.

	Additional observations
	Once again it rained and only 5 students came at 4:30 pm. The session was cancelled. It should be mentioned that Anita prepares and gives out nametags on the first sessions. 

	Reporte concentrado
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Description of opening activities 


Applied by Margarita Ontiveros, 2004-10-10 12:41

	Describe the kinds of activities the students are doing at the beginning of the observation
	Observations:
IZAMAL. Session 5. At 3pm one of the girls had already arrived. The rain started; it rained very hard. Anita arrived at 3:30pm. She opened the Center and set the computers and the furniture in their right spaces. She connected them. She set the nametags in their place. At 4pm, 3 youths were present. Anita explained to me that when it rains, students are absent a lot. In fact, she has already had to cancel a session for this reason. At 4:30 there were 5 youths. Anita spoke with them and made the decision to cancel the session till Tuesday. 
Reflections:
Despite the situation, Anita is already familiar with her students and has classified them as either moderate or basic. She suggested forming two teams and gave me her reasons for having selected them. She presented me with both teams’ work and notes. We decided to keep track of both teams even though the session had been cancelled.

	For this activity, describe how the materials for the course of study are being used
	Observations:
 

Reflections:
 

	For this activity describe how the teacher interacts with the student and how he is helping them to resolve their problems
	Observations:
 
Reflections:
 

	For this activity, describe the interaction between students and how they work together
	Observations:
 
Reflections:


	For this activity, describe how the teacher is obtaining information about the students’ learning and what he does with this information to help the students
	Observations:


Reflections:


	Dedicate a moment, or perhaps a minute, to describe sequentially together some of the things you are observing and that you have described in the previous spaces
	Observations:
 
Reflections:
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THE STATE OF YUCATAN
The State of Yucatan is located on the east of the Republic of Mexico, in a peninsula that bears the same name. It is bounded on the north by the Gulf of Mexico; on the east by Quintana Roo; on the south by Quintana Roo and Campeche; and on the west by Campeche and the Gulf of Mexico.

Yucatan has an area of 43,257 km2 in which one million, 658 thousand, 210 people live. The land is divided by 106 municipalities and 3,363 localities. The capital is Merida. 

In the State of Yucatan more than 547,000 people speak the Maya language and conserve it as part of their history and culture. They are heirs to one of he most important of ancient American civilizations, the Maya.

Yucatan is recognized for the natural beauty spanning the whole state. The Biosphere Reserves are of note, such as that at Celestún and Ría Lagartos. 

There are also important Maya settlements. Chichen Itzá, Ek Balam, Uxmal, X’Cambó, Labná, and Dzibiichaltún are some of the names of hundreds of sites left by the Maya culture before disappearing.

With a warm and humid climate, the state sits on a mesh of caverns and subterranean rivers, a mysterious habitat in which prehistoric forms of life have survived. They are called “Cenotes” and it is estimated that there are over four thousand.

Between the Gulf and the Caribbean, Yucatan conserves the inheritance of knowledge. In ancient times it was a principal center of observation for the Maya culture and now it hosts the headquarters of important institutes and groups of investigation in the area of science and technology.

Yucatan possesses a seaport in the Municipality of Progreso, with the capability to receive large cargo and cruise ships, connecting the state with the southeastern ports of the United States as well as Central and South America.

Izamal

Locality. Izamal

Municipality. Izamal

Population total: 14,075

Population Males: 6,915

Population Females: 7,160

Economically active population (PEA) 4,978

Economically inactive population: 5,409

Literate population aged over 15: 7,851

Inhabited dwellings: 3,166

It is also known as “the city of the hills”. Some historians say that the true name of Izamal is Izamatul or Itzamatul, Maya word meaning “the dew that falls from the sky”.

The city of Izamal was an important ceremonial center with a large population and was founded by the priest Zamná, the patriarch of the Itzaes. It is possibly the oldest Pre-Hispanic city in the Yucatan Peninsula.

During the first years of colonization an important Franciscan convent was established in Izamal under the auspices of Fray Diego de Landa.

Various archaeological remains are found in Izamal; of note is the Kinich-Kak-Moo pyramid, the largest in the Maya area. There are also colonial edifications such as the Convent of St. Anthony of Padua built in 1561. Also dating from the sixteenth century are the Candelaria Temple, the Parish of San Cosme and the Temple of the Assumption.

Izamal provisionally became the state capital in 1860 when the governor, Agustín Acereto, ordered the executive office to be transferred there.
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Facilitator’s notes on the graphics program


Applied by Ana Laura Vera Salazar, 2004-09-22 20:25

	Briefly describe what your students liked most. Why did they like it?
	They liked the way in which they could draw; they were very excited because they could change colors and erase easily any part of the drawing.

	Briefly describe something that was difficult for your students Why was it intriguing for them?
	They had some difficulty with how to begin the activity and how to work through it. They couldn’t figure it out but finally they were able to start and get through it well.

	Briefly describe something that surprised your students. Why was it surprising?
	A student who made a good drawing, perfectly thought out and executed surprised me.

	Briefly describe something you would modify in the program in order to better help the students. Why is this change necessary?
	More basic instructions on how to work with the software, since their knowledge is very limited. More examples.

	Concentrated report
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� Source: XII Censo General de Población y Vivienda 2000. Tabulados básicos. INEGI, México, 2001.
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