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 INTEL COMPUTING PROJECT:  

 “PROMOTING INNOVATIVE MINDS”

                                                                                  [image: image8..pict]                         Evaluator: María Esther Ordaz Hernández

SAN LUIS POTOSÍ

 Huasteca Zone

COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER

CHUNUNTZÉN 2

Facilitator: María Elena Teran Lucero

LOCATION AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE COMMUNITY CENTER

Chununtzen is a community located in the central Huasteca zone in the state of San Luis Postosi. It belongs to the Municipality of Huehuetlan (the principal community is 8 km away) and has a population of 1700 inhabitants. Its level of marginalization is high. The principal activities are citrus agriculture and carpentry. 

The Community Learning Center occupies a large room with little furniture. Apart from the computer equipment, it has 10 plastic chairs and a wooden bench.
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FACILITATOR’S EDUCATION

This Community Center’s Facilitator finished high school and is currently coursing the third semester of a Technical Degree in “Systems Design” at a private institute in Cd. Valles,  S.L.P.

SELECTION OF STUDENTS FOR THE “PROMOTING INNOVATIVE MINDS” COURSE

In order to form the 3 groups for Intel’s “Promoting Innovative Minds”, the Facilitator seeked support from the teachers of the community’s elementary and middle schools. 

· Regarding the first group (ages 8 to 12), She had a talk with the elementary school teachers to inform them of what the course is about. The teachers attended the invitation and selected the best students out of the third and fourth grades to assist on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. They are allowed to leave school an hour earlier (12 pm) to attend the CAA’s work session, which takes place from 12 pm to 2 pm.

· Regarding the second group (ages 12 to 14), She talked to the community’s middle school’s teachers and invited the students. The students who accepted the invitation finish their day at school and then go to the CAA from 2:30 pm to 4:30 pm on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.

· Regarding the third group (ages 14 to 16), it was formed with high-school students who already participate in other programs at the CAA, such as the “Basic Abilities” course offered by the Tecnológico de Monterrey.

PERCENTAGE OF ASSISTANCE

The percentage of assistance that is shown below takes into account sessions 1 through 9. The group with best assistance was the one aged 8 to 12. The worst assistance and highest dropout numbers corresponded to the group aged 14 to 16. This situation was commented upon with the Facilitator, who said that the motives had to do with diverse, community activities performed by the older youths, such as those relating to the Health Center, the school (in this case the local high school), or personal matters. 
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VISIT TO THE  CHUNUNTZÉN 2 COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER

The visit to the Center was made on October 4, 2004. Two groups could be observed: the group aged 8 to 12 from 12 pm to 2 pm and the group aged 12 to 14 from 2:30 to 4:30.

Group aged 8 to 12

Assistance: 9 girls and 1 boy   

Upon arriving at the Community Center the Facilitator remarks that there is no power, the strong rains have caused the problem and she doesn’t know when power will be reestablished, (this is the second time this problem presents itself in the course of the program). However, the situation will not harm the work of the children.

Session 7 is in progress, corresponding to the second activity that deals with spreadsheets. The Facilitator pairs up the students and hands out from the Student Folder the Activity Sheets (mediums of transportation, statistics, and budget).

The children begin work; first they read and plan their activity in their notebooks. The Facilitator tells each pair which type of activity they will get to do; some will work on mediums of transportation, others on statistics, and others on budgets. 

The children do interact even though most of them do their reading individually.

Problems appear with the activities during the session: The activities span out of the context the children know. For example: The activity of budgeting asks to consider the hotel costs for someone visiting their community, yet there are no hotels in this community.

A similar thing happens with the statistics activity, which asks the children to name the teams certain players belong to. Even though a few people in this community are involved in sports, the children are totally unfamiliar with the names of commercial or well-known sports teams. 

Handling of the Student Folder

It is observed that children work with the Activity Sheets in their Folder; they do the planning in their notebooks and go over the “revise it and better it” part. They also work these things in their notebooks at the teacher’s suggestion, so that in the next session, provided there’s power, they can do it on the computer without problems.  

Children seem not to go over the Ability Sheets.

Interactions

The interactions observed between the Facilitator and the children are good; she watches over the children’s work, gives them instructions, and gives them support to get through the activity.

The interactions among the children are also good. Once the Facilitator gives instructions in Spanish, the children interact in their native tongue (Tenek or Huasteco), allowing them greater clarity and understanding to get through the activity.

Student Pairs

Regarding the pairing of students, they are not permanent since they are paired up differently in each session as well as being assigned to different computers each time. The reason given is that children must learn to work with whomever they must as well as learn to share and live with members of the opposite sex.

It seems that, due to local culture, children in this age range don’t like working with members of the opposite sex.

The laptop computer used by the Facilitator provoked expectation; they were not familiar with it and in the end, due to the lack of power, a part of the activity was done on it.

Group aged 12 to 14

Assistance: 10 men and 3 women

This group is also working on session 7, having to do with spreadsheets.

The Facilitator hands out Student Folders to each pair. She asks them to read and choose one of the three activities (mediums of transportation, statistics, or budgeting). Once they’ve read it, she asks them to plan out the activity in their notebooks.

Students begin reading in order to plan. The three women are sitting together and are the first to ask the Facilitator what they are supposed to do (it appears the instructions weren’t clear). The men sit separated from the women and work individually.

3:10 pm, The power is back; the Facilitator asks them to continue planning and then turn on the computers.

Some keep working in their notebooks, but three pairs immediately turn on the computer and begin to work on the activity.

Handling of the Student Folder

The Activity Sheets are looked over by the students in order to plan. Once they start work on the computer, they appear to follow the instructions found in the activities step by step, following the model presented. They refer to the “Do it and Better it” part; the Ability Sheets, however, are not looked over during the activity work.

Interactions

The Facilitator directs herself to the students when giving instructions. She also helps out in pairs or individually whoever has trouble. 

Interactions between the students generally go on in their native tongue (Tenek or Huasteco). They explain and clarify situations among themselves during the work session.

Student Pairs

Students have been paired up differently during each session. They have also had a different computer assigned each time.

Once the session ends some students remain in the Center. They appear to navigate the Web searching for music or pictures of their favorite celebrities.
Learning register

Graphics What they most liked was drawing, changing the color of the image they designed, exploring the software and realizing the ways it can be applied.

Suggested Changes: Allowing more time for the activities, so that the students can practice using the software.

Word Processing They liked formatting text, inserting Word Art, and changing colors and styles.  They had difficulties during the planning phase when they had to insert a table or image. I was surprised by the teamwork and the interaction generated among the students.

Suggested Changes: Explaining with greater detail what they must do in order for their work to be more presentable.

Spreadsheets  They liked obtaining results for mathematical operations, as well as applying shadows to cells since it was so easy. I was surprised that the students understood how to introduce a formula and function. They were doubtful at the beginning, but after looking in the Ability Cards and hearing a brief explanation, they were able to work through the activity.
Suggested Changes: The exercises and times allowed for this topic. It is necessary that the children interact with more options focusing on their own reality in order to use this software and not be confused by the examples.

San Luis Potosí, S. L. P. October 12, 2004

5 Computers Compaq Pentium 4, 256 MB RAM at 1.70 GHZ, Windows XP


1 Computer Compaq Pentium 4. malfunctioning


2 Computers IBM 64 MB RAM Windows 95


Satellite connection 





malfunctional





COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER


CHUNUNTZÉN 2


Infrastructure





Total number of students: 14





Total number of students: 12





Total number of students: 14








PAGE  
9

_1159037286.bin

_1159038060.bin

_1159036517.bin

