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SAN LUIS POTOSÍ

Huasteca Zone

COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER

AMAXAC

Facilitator: Martha Karina Arteaga Lárraga

LOCATION AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE COMMUNITY CENTER

Amaxac is a community located in the southern Huasteca zone of the state of San Luis Potosi. It belongs to the Municipality of Coxcatlan and has a population of 871 inhabitants. The main economic activity is agriculture, growing maize, sugarcane, orange and tangerine. The rate of marginalization is high.  

The classroom used for the Community Learning Center is ample, with folding tables for computers, as well as plastic and woven bejuco chairs typically made in this region.

AMAXAC COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER

Infrastructure
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6 Computers Compaq Pentium 4, 256 MB Ram at 1.70 Ghz, Windows XP

2 Computers IBM 64 MB Ram Windows 95

1 Printer HP Color

Satellite connection

FACILITATOR’S EDUCATION

She is currently coursing the 7th semester of a Bachelor in Computer Science degree at the  Universidad Tangamanga, in Axtla de Terrazas, S. L. P.

SELECTION OF STUDENTS FOR THE “PROMOTING INNOVATIVE MINDS” COURSE

Two groups are served by this Center: 1) Children aged 8 to 12 meeting Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 1 pm to 3 pm. 2) Children aged 13 to 16 meeting on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays from 3 pm to 5 pm.

In order to form the groups support was seeked from the local elementary school teachers who agreed to select the children who do best at school, treating the “Innovative Minds” course as a prize for their academic performance. Once the children were selected, a meeting with their parents was held at the Community Center in order familiarize them with the program. What most enthused the parents was the fact that their children were to obtain a diploma at the end of the program.

For the second group, a call was made for middle and high school students. The response was weaker; a group of 13 students was formed. 

ASSISTANCE PERCENTAGES

The assistance percentage takes into account session 1 to 10. 

The group aged 13 to 16 has not been registered, thus the assistance records are unavailable. This group is comprised of 13 students.



VISIT TO THE AMAXAC COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER
The visit was made on October 6. The group observed was comprised of children aged 8 to 12.

Assistance: 10 girls and 9 boys.

At the beginning of the session the Facilitator asks the children to form a circle in order to receive their nametags. She tells them that the children at the right side of each pair will go up to her to receive their folders.

At this moment I am writing on my laptop computer; this provokes a lot of curiosity among the children, so much so that they interrupt the Facilitator, who at this time is giving instructions, in order to ask “what is it?”.  I explain to them what it is and go to each of them to let them see it and manipulate it for a moment. 

The Facilitator asks the children to take out the Activity sheets for this session, which is about Spreadsheets (directory). She reads the instructions out loud and tells them they must plan it out on some blank paper that she also hands out. She tells them to write down their name, age, date of birth, job, address, etc. The children are writing it down, but before finishing she tells them to go ahead and write it in the computer, indicating the appropriate cells to write down what she is telling them.

She does this because the children are used to being dependant on the teacher and, somehow, it is a way of helping them to better develop their activity.

Having only 8 computers makes the task more difficult because, although some computers are used by a two students, others are being used by up to 3 or 4 children at a time. While some of them explore the software, others plan out in their waiting to take turns on the computer.

The Facilitator points the children to their Ability Cards; they however prefer to ask their fellows or ask her directly.

Use of the Student Folder

The Student Folder is used to follow the reading done out loud by the teacher, then proceeding to plan out  the activity for the session.

Children follow closely the steps suggested in the Activity Sheets.  The students, however, seldom use the Ability Cards because they prefer to ask the Facilitator or their fellows when in doubt.

Interactions

A good interaction is established between the children and the Facilitator. She gives them instructions in Spanish and explains what to do. However, after hearing the instructions, the children get up and explain to each other in their native tongue (Nahuatl). This enables them to better comprehend the work to be done. The children are very participative; this may be due to the Facilitator’s show of enthusiasm during the session. 

Student pairs

The pairing up of students is not permanent; in each one of the sessions they have changed partners as well as computer stations. The reason behind this is to get them used to working with whomever they must, especially when it is someone of the opposite sex.

Learning Registers

Graphics

Students loved manipulating the mouse. Being precise was a difficulty, since most of them had never been in contact with a computer, thus having trouble pointing a desired spot with the mouse.

Image editing surprised them; they realized they could go from drawing a simple line to drawing a map of their community. I suggest increasing the information on the Ability Cards that enable them to get to know the computer.

Word Processing

They enjoyed the activity of making maps and signs because they were able to notice which sings were needed within the community as well as to make a map of it. 

Children use Word but keep on using Paint; this is surprising.

I suggest including an activity that familiarizes the children with the keyboard and basic functions.

Spreadsheets

They like making graphics and realizing that, when they modify data, the graphic automatically changes. 

They had trouble selecting the fields they wanted to graph.

I suggest allowing more time to practice and explore the program.

San Luis Potosí, S. L. P. October 12, 2004
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Total number of students: 20
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