Abstract: This paper questions a patent system that favours granting incentives to investors over achieving a balance between the interests of inventors, consumers, and indigenous peoples who donate biomaterial for research purposes. It evaluates the genetic patent system’s impact on: research and creation of drugs for diseases that have particular behaviours in indigenous peoples, their access to drugs, and their belief systemsS. Finally, it outlines the most relevant requirements for designing a patent system such that: any human being benefits, and, the pace of innovation insures that the advantages of the current technological era are fully exploited.

